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leader, Jinnah. Not being prepared to see in the Pakistan demand
the freedom urge of Muslims indifferent parts of India, Rajagopala.
ehari offered his scheme only as a sort of opportunist remedy for
India's malady and soon became persona non grata both to Congress
and the League.
About this time, Gandhiji began to popularise his slogan: " Quit
India ", Early in May 1942, he said in the course of an interview :
'" From the frustration of every effort made to bring about unity by
me among others, has arisen this logical step for me that not until
British power is wholly withdrawn from India, can there be any real
unity, because all parties will be looking to the foreign power ....
Therefore I have come to the conclusion that real heart unity,
genuine unity, is almost an impossibility unless British power is with-
drawn and no other power takes its place." This demand was taken
up by the Congress Working Committee which met at Wardha on
July 14 and passed a resolution in the course of which it said:
11 In making the proposal for the withdrawal of British rule from
India, the Congress has no desire whatsoever to embarrass Great
Britain or the Allied Powers in their prosecution of the war, OP in any
way to encourage aggression in India or increased pressure on China
by the Japanese or any other power Associated with the Axis group.
Nor does the Congress intend to jeopardize the defensive capacity of
the allied powers. The Congress is, therefore, agreeable to the
stationing of armed forces of the Allies in India, should they so
desire, in order to ward off and resist Japanese aggression and to
protect and help China. The proposal of the withdrawal of the
British was never intended to mean the physical withdrawal of all
Britishers from India/1
"The Congress is anxious," this famous resolution went on, "to
avoid the experience of Malaya, Singapore and Burma and desires to
build up resistance to any aggression or invasion of India by the
Japanese or any foreign Power. The Congress would change the
present ill-will in the country against Britain and make India a
willing partner in a joint enterprise for securing freedom for the
nations and peoples of the world and in the trials and tribulations
which accompany it and this is only possible if India feels the glow
of freedom." Should its appeal fail, however, the Committee warned,
there would be nothing left but recourse to a non-violent struggle
under Gandhiji's leadership, and the matter was to be decided by the
A.LC.C. at its meeting on August 7,1942.
The response of the Government was characteristically unimagi-
native and inept. The AJ.C.C. office at Allahabad was raided by the
police who took away certain documents including Gandhiji's draft